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 To protect human health and the environment.

Program Description: 

 Jurisdiction over all soil-based wastewater systems
< 6,500 gallons per day.

 Jurisdiction over all non-public water systems. (Publics
include Public Community, Public Non-Transient Non-
Community; Public Transient Non-Community; Bottled Water.

 Review and approve municipal sewers.

 Review and approve sewer and water connections to
municipal sewer systems and water supplies.

 Information: http://dec.vermont.gov/water/ww-systems

Purpose of the Rules 

http://dec.vermont.gov/water/ww-systems
http://dec.vermont.gov/water/ww-systems
http://dec.vermont.gov/water/ww-systems


 

 

Special Permit Standards for the Conversion of a Single Family Residence from Seasonal to Year-Round Use 

  

(a) Notwithstanding any other provisions of these Rules, a single family residence on its own individual lot that 

converts from seasonal to year-round use may be granted a permit or permit amendment under these Rules provided  

(1)  

(A) the potable water supply and wastewater system serving the residence are in full compliance with 

these Rules; or   

(B) the potable water supply and/or wastewater system serving the residence are not in full compliance 

with these Rules.  In this situation, an assessment shall be performed by a designer in order to determine 

the degree of non-compliance.  Based on this assessment, the designer may prepare a design that uses 

the variance provisions of §1-806 of these Rules.  No permit may be issued under this section that allows 

the use of a holding tank;   

 (2) there is no increase in the number of bedrooms; and  

 (3) no other actions for which a permit is required under this Rules are taken or are caused to be taken.  

 

Guidance Document 2008-01 Second Revision 

     (a) Residence occupied form 180 days or more in any calendar year between December 31, 1986 and December 31,  

 2006 considered a year round residence unless, among other reasons: 

• there are deed restrictions;  

• legal agreement with a municipality limiting use or ability to be occupied for more than 180 days; or 

• building deteriorated to the point that it is considered a substantially complete building and not eligible for 

reconstruction according to § 1-304(a)(21) of the Rules. 

 

Guidance Document:        

http://dec.vermont.gov/sites/dec/files/dwgwp/roguidance/pdf/guidance2008.01.pdf 

 

 

 
 

Seasonal Conversion   §1-315 
   

  

http://dec.vermont.gov/sites/dec/files/dwgwp/roguidance/pdf/guidance2008.01.pdf
http://dec.vermont.gov/sites/dec/files/dwgwp/roguidance/pdf/guidance2008.01.pdf


(a)(11) boundary line adjustments that affect either improved or unimproved lots provided that:   

(A) each lot being adjusted meets one or more of the following standards:   

(i) a lot being reduced in size is being reduced by no more than two percent;   

(ii) a lot is increased in size;   

(iii) the boundary line being adjusted is located, after adjustment, at least 500 feet  

          from the footprint of the building or structure on an improved lot; or    

(iv) the Secretary, on a case by case basis, makes a written determination that the  

 proposed adjustment will not have an adverse effect on any existing potable water 

supply or wastewater system on the affected lots.   

(B) a diagram is submitted to the Secretary that shows the existing and revised lot boundaries; and  

(C) a copy of the diagram and, if applicable the Secretary’s written determination, is recorded and 

indexed in the land records for the municipality where the lots are located by the landowner.   

   

 Note 1:   Boundary line adjustments that were done pursuant to the prior version of this 

exemption (sections 1-403(a)(12) or 1-404(a)(4) of the January 1, 2005 version of these 

Rules) remain exempt so long as the diagram and Secretary’s determination are recorded 

and indexed in the land records for the municipality where the lots are located.  

Note 2: Case by case determinations under subdivision(A)(iv) of this exemption will require the 

submission of a diagram of the lots that shows the locations of all existing, and permitted 

but not yet built, potable water supplies and wastewater systems.  

An exemption form can be found at: 

http://dec.vermont.gov/sites/dec/files/dwgwp/roguidance/pdf/exemptionformboundaryline.

pdf 

 

Boundary Line Exemption    §1-304  

http://dec.vermont.gov/sites/dec/files/dwgwp/roguidance/pdf/exemptionformboundaryline.pdf
http://dec.vermont.gov/sites/dec/files/dwgwp/roguidance/pdf/exemptionformboundaryline.pdf


Accessory Apartment § 1-303  
 

 

Permit Required for: 

(4) the construction of a new building or structure;  

(5) the modification of an existing building or structure in a manner that increases the design  

flow or modifies other operational requirements of a potable water supply or wastewater system;  

(6) the connection of an existing potable water supply or wastewater system to a new or modified structure;  

(7) the change of use of a building or structure in a manner that increases the design flow or modifies other   

operational requirements of a potable water supply or wastewater system including the conversion of a 

single family residence from seasonal to year-round use;  

 

If no increase in design flow or new building construction, there is modification to the operational requirements of 

the potable water supply. 

• The instantaneous peak demand changes from 5 gpm for a single family residence to 10 gpm for 2 

family residence. 

• The water source needs to be capable of supplying the maximum day demand. 

• Storage may be required if the source is not capable of providing the average day demand and 

maximum day demand. 

• Water quality analysis. 

 

If increase in design flow to the wastewater system or potable water supply, system or supply need to fully 

comply with technical standards. 

 



Reconstruction      §1-304(a)(21) 

 
 

(21) a building or structure that is exempt or has a permit under these Rules that has been destroyed by 

fire, flooding, or other act of God or voluntarily removed, may be reconstructed without obtaining a 

permit or permit amendment provided that:   

(A) if permitted on or after January 1, 2007, the reconstructed building or structure is in compliance 

with all permit conditions;   

(B) the building or structure is reconstructed in approximately the same location;   

(C) there is no increase in design flow;   

(D) there is no change in the operational requirements of the potable water supply or the wastewater 

disposal system;    

(E) if the building or structure is exempt it must be reconstructed within two years of its destruction 

or voluntary removal unless, on a case by case basis, the Secretary extends the time period based on 

a determination that there are unavoidable delays in reconstruction.  If the building or structure is 

permitted, there is no time limit for the reconstruction; and   

(F) there has been no other change to the building or structure, lot, potable water supply, or 

wastewater system that would require a permit under these Rules.  

 

Destroyed includes the building is substantially not complete or cannot be occupied without major 

improvements such as there is no roof. 



Clean Slate §1-304    
 

 
 
(a) The following are exempt from the permitting requirements of this Subchapter 
provided the specified conditions are met (Note: more than one exemption may apply 
in a particular situation).      

(1)  
(A) All buildings or structures, campgrounds, and their associated potable  water 
supplies and waste water systems that were substantially  completed before 
January 1, 2007 and all improved and unimproved  lots that were in existence 
before January 1, 2007.  This exemption  shall remain in effect provided:  

(i) No action for which a permit is required under these Rules is taken or 
caused to be taken on or after January 1, 2007 unless such action is exempt 
under one of the other permitting exemptions listed in this section; and   
(ii) If a permit has been issued under these Rules before January 1, 2007 that 
contained conditions that required actions to be taken on or after January 1, 
2007, including, but not limited to, conditions concerning operation and 
maintenance and transfer of ownership, the permittee shall continue to 
comply with those permit conditions.  

(B) If a permit or permit amendment is required under this subdivision because 
the potable water supply and/or wastewater system has failed, the variance 
provisions of section 1-806 of these Rules and the Vermont Water Supply Rules 
shall be available.  

 
 
 

 



Clean Slate §1-304 

(C) An owner of a single family residence that qualified on January 1, 2007 for this exemption shall not be 

subject to administrative or civil penalties under 10 V.S.A. chapters 201 and 211 title for a violation of these 

Rules when the owner believes the supply or system meets the definition of a failed water supply or failed 

system provided the owner:  

(i) conducts or contracts for an inspection of the supply or system;   

(ii) notifies the Secretary of the results of the inspection; and  

(iii) has not taken or caused to be taken any other action on or after January 1, 2007 for which a permit 

would be required under these Rules.  

  

Note 1:  Some single family residences on their own lots were authorized under the prior version of 

these Rules to make changes to the residence, and its associated potable water supply and wastewater 

system, until July 1, 2007 without obtaining a permit.  If those actions occurred prior to July 1, 2007, 

they do not terminate this exemption.   

  

Note 2: In order to determine whether something is substantially complete or in existence for the 

purposes of this exemption, the design flow and/or use of a building or structure, campground, 

wastewater system, or potable water supply as it existed no earlier than January 1, 2006 shall be used.  

This year period allows consideration of the most recent seasonal use, fluctuations in business size, etc.  

 

Note 3:  For the purposes of this exemption, lots that before January 1, 2007 had a wastewater system 

and potable water supply used as a hook-up for a recreational vehicle that was used on a seasonal basis 

but not a continuous basis, ie:  the vehicle comes and goes during the seasonal period, shall considered 

to be improved lots and therefore qualify for this exemption.  

 

 

 

 
 



Permit Conditions – Inspections 

Permits that require construction of a wastewater 
system and/or potable water supply include the need to 
submit an installation certification. The permit is not 
valid without the proper installation certification.  

 

Permits approving wastewater systems that include an 
innovative/alternative wastewater treatment component 
include a condition to submit an annual inspection of 
the I/A component by a designer or vendor approved 
service provider. Does not include I/A dispersal system. 

 

Permits approving wastewater systems that include an 
innovative/alternative wastewater treatment component 
reference the I/A approval letter to the vendor that 
includes the need to have a valid service contract with a 
vendor approved service provider or vendor approved 
designer. 

 
 

 
 

 



Permit Conditions – Inspections 

Disclosure for Potable Water 

 

Act 163 Sec. 4. 27 V.S.A. § 616 was amended to read: (heard this is rarely done)  
§ 616. GROUNDWATER SOURCE TESTING; DISCLOSURE OF 

INFORMATIONAL MATERIAL 

(a) Disclosure of potable water supply informational material. For a contract for the 

conveyance of real property with a potable water supply, as that term is defined in 10 V.S.A. 
§ 1972(6), that is not served by a public water system, as that term is defined in 10 V.S.A. § 

1671(5), executed on or after January 1, 2013, the seller shall, within 72 hours of the 

execution provide the buyer with informational materials developed by the department of 

health regarding: 

(1) the potential health effects of the consumption of contaminated groundwater; and 

(2) the availability of test kits provided by the department of health. 

(b) Marketability of title. Noncompliance with the requirements of this section shall not affect 

the marketability of title of a property. (c) Penalty; liability. Liability for failure to provide the 

informational materials required by this section shall be limited to a civil penalty, imposed by 

the department of health under 18 V.S.A., Chapter 3, of no less than $25.00 and no more than 

$250.00 for each violation. 

 

NB: Act 163 may be superseded by S.103 of the 2017 legislative session if taken up next year. 

Will require mandatory testing of all potable water supplies.  

 



 
 

(39) Minor Repair or Replacement – means:   

  

(A) For wastewater systems, the repair or replacement of a pipe leading from a building  

or structure to the septic tank; replacement of a septic tank; repair or replacement of a  

pump and/or associated valves, switches and controls; the repair or replacement of a  

toilet; or any other repair or replacement that the Secretary, on a case by case basis, 

determines to be a minor repair or replacement.  

  

(B) For potable water supplies, the repair or replacement of an individual pipe leading from 

a building or structure to a well; repair or replacement of a pump; repair or replacement of 

filters or screens; repair or replacement of a mechanical component; repair or reconstruction 

of a driven well point in approximately the same location; deepening or hydrofracturing a 

well; repair or replacement of a lavatory; or any other repair that the Secretary, on a case by 

case basis, determines to be a minor repair or replacement.    

  

 Note:  replacement of a distribution system, or replacement of piping related  to a change in 

use, increase in design flow, or change in operational  requirements of the water system are 

not normally considered minor  repairs or replacements.  

Minor Repair or Replacement § 1-201(a) 
 



What’s New? 

 

• Partial delegation for municipalities  

who own both the sewer and water mains. 

 

• Expanded use of holding tanks to include 
charitable, non-profit, and religious organizations 
with design flows up to 600 gallons per day. 

 

• One single family residence may use surface water 
(lakes and ponds) for the potable water source. 



Where are We Headed 

• Installer licensing program. 

• New Rules to include: 

o moving the design requirements for potable water supplies into the 

WW Rules; 

o allowing designers to describe soils based on texture and structure 

and not conduct percolation tests; 

o expand the types of systems to include: 

 “window systems”; 

 bottomless sand filters; 

 time dosing; 

 flow equalization; and 

 wastewater strength; 

o new waiver section for types of buildings that can be exempt from 

having toilet or sink; and 

o new exemptions for buildings to have a periodic change in use 

without requiring a permit. 

 

 

 



How to Find Us 

 

Five Regional Offices: 

– Essex Junction 

– Montpelier 

– Rutland 

– St. Johnsbury 

– Springfield 

 

http://www.anr.state.vt.us/Dec/ead/eadstaff.htm 

Permit Specialists 

http://www.anr.state.vt.us/Dec/ead/eadstaff.htm
http://www.anr.state.vt.us/Dec/ead/eadstaff.htm


   

http://dec.vermont.gov/ww-regional-office/springfield
http://dec.vermont.gov/ww-regional-office/montpelier
http://dec.vermont.gov/ww-regional-office/stjohnsbury
http://dec.vermont.gov/ww-regional-office/rutland
http://dec.vermont.gov/ww-regional-office/essex
http://dec.vermont.gov/ww-regional-office/stjohnsbury
http://dec.vermont.gov/ww-regional-office/montpelier
http://dec.vermont.gov/ww-regional-office/springfield
http://dec.vermont.gov/ww-regional-office/rutland
http://dec.vermont.gov/ww-regional-office/essex



















































































































































